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Adoption and the Military

Overview

The Department of Defense (DoD) has stated that family
support is critical for service members. They support
service members who decide to adopt children and try
hard to support families during the adoption process.

There are several types of adoptions, including:
Adoption of a step child

Adoption of a foster child

Private agency adoption

Public agency adoption

International adoptions {(may include a re-
adoption in the states)

Adoption Laws

Laws about adoption will be different from state to state.
This fact sheet only covers: law that is common among
most states and federal regulations that may benefit the
service member during the adoption process.

You will likely need to speak to an attorney in your state
about your particular circumstances. The following
website is a good starting place to find out about the
process and some state law about adoption. See the
National Adoption Information Clearinghouse at

www.naic.acfhhs.gov.

Is there help available for the adoption process?
Yes. The DoD provides two main benefits to service
members adopting an infant or child:
1. Reimbursement of adoption expenses up to a
certain amount and
2. The authorization for leaders to permit their
service members up 21 days on non-chargeable
leave following an adoption.

Do these benefits apply to me?

To receive any money, you must qualify for
reimbursement and complete an adoption through a
qualified adoption agency. Installation service providers
can help identify local qualified adoption agencies.

What do I need to do?

¢ Submit a claim for reimbursement by completing
DD Form 2675 titled Reimbursement Request for
Adoption Expenses.

s Provide documents that support the claim to the
installation personnel office. For children in the
United States, supporting documenis may include:

1. A copy of the final court order of adeption,

2. Receipts or cancelled checks that show
authorized expenses, and

3. Proof that the adoption agency is a qualified

agency.

Foreign Adoptions
For foreign adoptions, you must complete DD Form
2673 along with the following supporting documents:
1. Copies of receipts or cancelled checks,
2. Proof that the adoption agency is a qualified
agency,
3. The adoption decree (translated if not in
English), and
4. Proof of U.S. citizenship status for the child.

To prove citizenship status of the child, service members
can provide any of the following:

a. A copy of'the front and back of the Permanent
Resident Alien Card {green card) showing the
IR-3 code, )

b. A letter from the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services which states the status of
the child’s adoption,

c. A copy of the child’s U.S. passport (page with
personal information only), or

d. A copy ofthe child’s Certificate of Citizenship.

DISCLAIMER: The Stateside Legal Information Series is produced
by the Pine Tree Legal Assistance of Maine®, Arkansas Legal

Services Partnership®, and the Legal Services Corporation®. These
organizations promole or provide free legal services to eligible low-
income peaple. Additional information can be jound at wyww.lsc.gov.

This fact sheet is given to you as a guide to help you generally
understand the way legal maiters are handled, Local courts interpret
things differently. The information and statements of law contained in
this fact sheet are not intended 1o be used as legal advice. Before you
take any action, talk to an attorney and follow his or her advice.
Ahways do what the court tells you to dp .
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